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Introduction of Moral by Rennyo and “Thought of
Kou”

TANIGUCHI Noriko

Originally, Jodo Shinshu valued only faith, and it was disinterest toward
ethical behavior. But, after the introduction of moral by Rennyo, ethical
requirement was gradually valued. The key reason was the “Kou” of
Confucianism. “Thought of Kou” was the prime concept of Confucianism and
philosophical system from family to country.

The meanings of “Kou” of Jodo Shinshu were gradually changed to wishing
for succession and development of family, and running and taking over the
family business began to be considered as a main gratitude to Amitabha
Buddha. The benefit from family business was also considered as a “Bosatsugyo”
because of doing good to others.

The bearers of economic morality of Jodo Shinshu were Omi merchants
and enthusiastic followers of Jodo Shinshu in Hokuriku District. These
facts were discussed from introduction of thought of Kou along with its

developmental process.
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‘Toju Nakae’s "JIKEIZU", its changes and
development’

TAKAHASHI Yoshihiro

Toju Nakae (1608-48) was a Confucian scholar of early modern times who
tried to re-interpret the neo-Confucian concept of the spirit of modesty, writing
the ‘JIKEIZUSETU (3BBSH)’ . A draft copy of this work remains. Though
previous studies have not noted this, the draft text is different from the final
version which appears in the ‘complete works of Toju Nakae'. The draft makes
great use of the 'DAIGAKU (K %:)", one of the main four Confucian texts
‘SHISHO (PUs) . On the other hand, the final version was to change the use
of the ‘SHISHO', bringing in not only ‘DAIGAKU’, but also 'RONGO (Gia&)
‘MOSHI (i#7F)", and ‘CHUYO (¥}§)", Part of the reason for this change
relates to Toju’s belief in the internal coherence of the SHISHO. This change
toward asserting the coherence of ‘SHISO ( PU & )’ represent a search on
Toju’s part for achievable development goals for everyone. Toju was searching
for a means to practice and teach Neo-Confucianism at a time in which

Japanese society was not yet familiar with it.
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