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City, Man and Justice: A Dialogue between Aristotle and Xunzi

Chen Zhi-guo

Abstract: Focusing on the issue of justice, and rebuilding an appropriate dialogue
between Aristotle and Xunzi, this essay reveals the basic train of thought of two thinkers
about some questions, such as the naturalness of city-state, the justice in city-state and
their relations with human nature, and shows that, the two Aristotelian definitions on
justice in broad sense, which are “lawfulness” and “the whole of virtues with relation to
others”, to a large extent also help describe the core conception in Xunzi’s Confucianism,
which is called “social rites and appropriateness”(liyi). Besides, although there are some
tension and conflict between Aristotle’s concept of “justice”, Xunzi’s idea of “social rites
and appropriateness” and their metaphysically theoretical basis or presupposition, this
does not mean that, we could or should explore ethical-politically practical philosophy
without the foundation of metaphysics.

Key words: Aristotle; Xunzi; Justice; Social rites and appropriateness (liyi); Metaphysics
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Two Ways of Encountering (the) Other(s)
: the neighbours / the departed

SEKIZAWA Izumi

We distinguish two models of describing an encounter with the Other/
others: (1) the Other/others as neighbours; (2) the Other/others as departed.
In this article, we try to make a clearer picture of the second model, on which
SUEKI Fumihiko is patiently working, as a historian of thought/philosopher.
(1) The Other/others as neighbours

This type of description is a very popular one on the contemporary
philosophical scene, with an ethical tone: to avoid the realm of the same, we
have to encounter the Other/others breaking our presupposition that they
are akin to us. This picture, however, implies some utilitarian resonance,
paradoxically: we seek the Other/others in order to change ourselves.

(2) The Other/others as departed

SUEKI Fumihiko insists that a successful description of the dead should
be based on the relational terms (terms depicting relations-we probably can
reformulate it by using intentional ones in the scholastico-phenomenological
sense), so as to avoid the existential questions (“do really the dead exist?”).

According to the comparative analysis, however, between the expressions
describing the dead in Ancient Greek and those in (contemporary) Japanese
led by SHIMIZU Tetsuro, some of the Japanese expressions imply a kind of
passage from this world to another one. It means that the notion of death, in
Japanese at least, does not necessarily connote a perfect annihilation of our
existence, as the English expression “departed” also suggests it to a certain
extent. Besides, given that the contemporary Japanese language has at least
two verbs to describe the existence of objects - “aru” and “iru” -, the problem
might not be knowing how to avoid the existential (ontological) terms, but
how to construct a new ontology based on the conception incarnated in these

linguistic expressions.
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