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Brief Report of the Excavations at Dahshur North:

Twenty-second Season, 2015

Sakuji YOSHIMURA*!, Ken YAZAWA*?, Jiro KONDO*?, Hiroyuki KASHIWAGI**,
Keita TAKENOUCHI*® and Seria YAMAZAKI*¢

Abstract

The joint expedition of Higashi Nippon International University and Waseda University, under the direction
of Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura and Ken Yazawa as a field director, conducted an excavation work at Dahshur
North from April 22nd to May 14th in 2015. In this season the area between the New Kingdom tomb-chapels of
Ipay and Ta was investigated (Fig.1). The area measures 20 m x 20 m, and at the center a small mound had been
observed. Soon after removing surface sand, a part of mud brick enclosure wall, approximately 9.1 m (north-south)
x 16.8 m (east-west) was revealed. Almost at the center of the enclosure there was a shaft with subterranean
chambers (Shaft 125). Three chambers were found to the west and one to the east (Figs.2-4). Vast amount of
wooden shabtis, shabti boxes, fragments of wooden coffins, lids of canopic jar, scarabs and beads were retrieved.

Finds from subterranean chambers of Shaft 125 are datable to the Ramesside Period.

Introduction

Dahshur North is located at northernmost part of Dahshur region, about 1 km northwest of the Pyramid
cemetery of Senwosret III and about 1 km southwest of the pyramid of Khendjer. The Waseda University
expedition, directed by Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura discovered the site through the analysis of satellite images in
1995 (Fig. 1). The initial excavations concentrated in the southeastern area, revealing the typical New Kingdom
tomb-chapels of Ipay and Pashedu, and dozens of shaft-tombs and pit-burials (Yoshimura and Hasegawa 2000;
Hasegawa 2003). In 2004, the investigation of an area approximately 100 m west of Ipay’s tomb was started.
In this area, another New Kingdom tomb-chapel belonged to an individual named 7a was found. Subsequent
investigations around the chapel revealed that there were many of the Middle Kingdom shaft tombs including
several intact burials (Baba 2014; Baba and Yoshimura 2010, 2011; Baba and Yazawa 2015), as well as New
Kingdom shaft tombs and simple pit burials.

In the area between the tomb-chapels of Ipay and 7a, there was a small mound which indicated the possibility
that a previously unknown tomb with a superstructure might exist. The main focus of the research in April-May
2015 (twenty-second season) was the excavation of the mound and its surrounding area. The investigation is not
only to clarify the true nature of the mound but also to fill a gap between the two previously excavated areas

in order to obtain clues to the chronological development of the Dahshur North cemetery. The field work of the
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Fig.1 Map of Dashur North and the excavated area in 22nd season 2015
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twenty second season was started in 22nd of April, and ended in 14th of May in 2015.
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Surface excavation

The examined area between the New Kingdom tomb-chapels of /pay and Ta (Grid square 3E14-a, b, 3E15-a,
b, 3E04-a, b, ¢, d, 3E05-a, b, c, d, 3D9%4-c, d, 3D95-c, d) (Fig. 1) measures 20m x 20m, and at the center a small
mound has been observed. Soon after removing the sand, mud brick wall was revealed. It measures 9.1 m from
north to south and 16.8 m from east to west. The width of the wall is about 70 cm. The mud brick was heavily
eroded, and only the lower layers were preserved. The mud bricks were directly on sand layer. The north wall was
not observed, and whether the wall was originally planned to enclose the shaft or not was unclear. A tomb shaft
(Shaft 125) was found at the center of the enclosure. Around the tomb shaft there was concentric accumulation
of reddish sand with small pebbles and tafla, which were derived from digging debris of sediment ground and
bedrock.

Inside the outer wall, there were several pits where sand, loose mud bricks and pot-shards were filled. Those
pits were situated around southwestern corner and besides the eastern wall. Limestone stela was found from one
of the pits at the southwestern part.

In the Grid square 3E14a, b and 3E15a, b, surface sand was removed, and five shaft tombs were identified
(Shaft 126-130). In this season only openings of tomb shafts were measured, and the subterranean part were left

untouched until the next season.

Excavation of shaft tombs

Shaft 125 (Figs. 2-4)

Size of Entrance: 1.0 x 2.1 m

Shaft depth: 5.6 m

Dimension of the Room A: 3.0 x 2.7 x 2.0 m
Dimension of the Room B: 2.7 x 3.2 x 1.6 m
Dimension of the Room C: 2.5 x 2.4 x 1.0 m
Dimension of the Room D: 3.2 x3.3x 1.4 m

Location: Grid square 3ESa
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Fig.2 Plan of the above-ground structure of Shaft 125

Fig.3 Plan of the subterranean chambers of Shaft 125
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Section A-A’

Section B-B’

Section D-D’

0

Section C-C’

2m

Fig.4 Section of the subterranean chambers of Shaft 125
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The axis of the shaft opening is oriented east-west. At the bottom there are burial chambers, Room A to the
west, and Room D to the east. Room A leads to the other rooms, Room B to the west and Room C to the south
(Fig.3).

All the chambers were heavily plundered, and most of the objects were broken into pieces. Since wooden
objects were badly damaged and fragile, it is difficult to pick them up without any consolidation. From the shaft
filling, a lid of canopic jar made of Egyptian alabaster, which represents the head of baboon (Hapy), was found.
In Room A, many wooden shabtis, fragments of wooden shabti boxes, fragments of wooden coffin and beads
were discovered.

Floor of the Room B was lowered to a depth of 1.0m, and a partition slab of limestone was inserted at
the middle of the sunken part. The wall of this part was covered by limestone slabs, held together with mortar.
Southern half of the lid slabs was still in place, but somewhat skewed by tomb robber. In the eastern half of the
sunken part, a wooden shabti box was found, and shabtis were still in it.

The floor of the Room C was somewhat higher than Room A, and objects were relatively scarce. Room
D was also disturbed, but three lids of canopic jars, many wooden shabtis, fragments of wooden shabti boxes,
fragments of wooden coffins, scarabs and beads were discovered. At the northeastern corner, wooden sledge was
found directly on the floor. The sledge was painted in black, and it is probable that canopic box used to be placed
on it.

Most of objects found in the subterranean chambers are datable to the Ramesside period.

Finds

The description of the major finds of this season is as follows.

Limestone stela (Fig.5)
Location: Pit (B002) inside the mud brick wall.
Dimension: 34.0 x 24.9 x 6.0 cm

Round-topped limestone stela consists of two registers of offering scene depicted by sunken relief. In the
upper register, on the left is a figure of Osiris, seated and facing right. On the right is a man standing in a posture
of adoration. Between them, stacked offerings on a table were depicted. In the lower register, two pairs of seated
man and woman are placed in an almost symmetrical arrangement. Between these pairs, an offering table is
depicted. The names of people depicted are not clear, due to surface wearing. Round-topped limestone stela with
two registers of the offering scene was attested in the New Kingdom Saqqara (e.g. Raven 2001: 21-22, Cat.18,
Pls.8, 9b, 28), and there is an example of seated two pairs facing each other dated to the reign of Amenhotep III
(Bresciani 1985: 60-61).

Egyptian alabaster canopic jars (Fig.6.1-4)
Location: Shaft 125, shaft filling and Room D
Dimension:

220-0062 (Hapy): 12.3 x 11.8 x 14.1 cm (Fig.6.1)
220-0524 (Hapy): 13.1 x 13.0 x 14.2 cm (Fig.6.2)
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Fig.5 Limestone stela from a pit located at the inner area of the mud brick wall of Shaft 125

220-0523 (Imsety): 12.0 x 12.5 x 14.2 cm (Fig.6.3)
220-0525 (Imsety): 13.1 x 13.9 x 15.3 cm (Fig.6.4)

Two sets of canopic jar lids, one represents a human head and the other represents a baboon head. These are
made of Egyptian alabaster (travertine), and detail is drawn in black line. There are traces of light blue, reddish
brown and greyish yellow pigment. Similar canopic jar lid of Hapy was found in the Tomb of Horemheb at

Saqqara, and it was dated to the Nineteenth Dynasty (Schneider 1996: 26, P1.16. 123).

Wooden canopic jars (Fig.6.5, 6)
Location: Shaft 125, Room B
Dimension:
220-0414 (Qebehsenuef): 12.0 x 12.0 x 11.0 cm
220-0415 (Duamutef): 12.5 x 13.0 x 16.5 cm
220-0556: 11 cm (Diam.), 28 cm (Height)
Two lids of wooden canopic jars, one represents a falcon head (Qebehsenuef) and the other represents a

jackal head (Duamutef). The surface was covered by black resin, and hieroglyphic text was drawn in yellow
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- Light Blue - Reddish Brown Yellow

0 290m

Fig.6 Egyptian alabaster and wooden canopic jars from Shaft 125

pigment. One of the cylindrical canopic containers was found, and it was also covered by black resin and painted

in yellow. The owner of the container was Amenemheb, whose shabtis were also found.

Wooden anthropoid coffin fragments
Location: Shaft 125, Room A, B, and D

Many fragments of wooden anthropoid coffins were retrieved from the subterranean chambers. They had been
broken and some parts are clearly missing, so that it is difficult to assume how many coffins were placed, but it is
clear that there are at least two types: black coffin and “daily dress” coffin. The former has a black background,

and text and decoration painted in yellow. Most of the fragments belong to this type. It is often suggested that the
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black type coffin occurred as early as mid-Eighteenth Dynasty and continued no later than the early Nineteenth
dynasty (Taylor 1989: 34; 2001: 168-169; Dodson 1998: 336, note 31, 32), but this type possibly continued at
least until the later Nineteenth Dynasty in Memphite area, as indicated by the discovery of Shaft 110 in this site,
which contained the black type wooden anthropoid coffin with late Nineteenth to Twentieth Dynasty amphora and
shabti boxes (Yoshimura et al. 2012: 35-50). As for the latter, a toe of the lid of coffin on which bare feet were

carved, was found.

Wooden shabti boxes (Figs.7, 8)
Location: Shaft 125, Room A, B, D

In addition to many shabtis, fragments of wooden shabti boxes were also found. There were at least two
types of shabti boxes. One has a black background and decorated in yellow pigment, and the entire shape was not
clear, because all examples of it were badly damaged (Fig.7). The other is a three-lidded box, and the surface is
mostly in yellow (Fig.8). A person in a posture of adoration with vertical line of hieroglyphic text was depicted

in the long side, and a standing goddess was drawn in the short side. According to the typology by D. Aston, the

latter is his Type IV, which was dated between the late Nineteenth and the early Twenty-first Dynasties (Aston
1994: 25-26).

Fig.7 Wooden shabti box from Room B, Fig.8 Wooden shabti box from Room A
at the bottom of the eastern sarcophagus

Wooden shabtis (Figs.9, 10)
Location: Shaft 125, Room A, B, C, D
Dimension: 16 to 23 cm in height
Vast amount of wooden shabtis were discovered from Shaft 125. There are at least four types:
1. Surface was covered by black resin with decoration and text in yellow pigment (Fig. 9, 10.1)
2. Surface was painted in yellow with decoration in black, no text (Fig. 10.3)
3. Surface was painted in yellow with wig, decoration and text in black. (Fig. 10.2)
4. Surface was painted in white with face and background of text column in yellow, wig and text in black, red
band depicted on body (Fig. 10.4)

Some of these types include the overseers which were depicted as wearing a broad kilt (Fig.9.5, P1.2.2).
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Fig.9 Wooden shabtis from Shaft 125
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The black-covered type is the largest in number. Some of the owners were identified: Amenemheb (Fig.10.1),
Kaemipet (Fig.9.1), Nehet (Fig.9.2), Isisnefert (Fig.9.3, 4), Ketj (Fig.9.2), Hory (Fig.10.3) and Khuy". Wooden
black shabtis found in the New Kingdom cemetery at Saqqara bear close resemblance to the shabits from Shaft

125, and it was dated to the Nineteenth Dynasty (Martin 1997: 70, P1.173.35).

Faience scarabs (Fig. 11)

Location: Shaft 125, Room D
Dimension:

220-0327: 0.9 x 0.6 x 0.4 cm (Fig.11.1)
220-0420: 1.5 x 1.1 x 0.6 cm (Fig.11.2)
220-0296: 1.6 x 1.2 x 1.0 cm (Fig.11.3)

All the scarabs found in Shaft 125 were from Room D. All of them are made of faience. Fig.11.2 and
Fig.11.3 are greenish blue, while Fig.11.1 is white. Fig.11.1 and 11.2 has hieroglyphic designs on their base.
The design of Fig.11.1 has many parallels in Gurob (Brunton and Engelbach 1927: Pls.25.1, 27.6, 29.3-5, 29.28,
40.29, 41.65, 41.102), and it is suggested that the text signifies Amun-Re, according to the description of the
example from Saqqara (Raven 2001: 30, P1.15, cat.78). The text of Fig.11.2 is Neb-Maat. On the base of Fig.11.3,

=
Od e
£

0 Sem

I [ |
Fig.11 Faience scarab from Room D of Shaft 125

Horus is flanked by two Uraei.
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Beads (Fig. 12)
Location: Shaft 125, Room A, D

Considerable amount of beads were found, and major examples were provided in Fig.12. Most of them are
made of glass. Fig.12.4 is a shell bead, Fig.12.7, 8 are made of faience and Fig.12.15 is of carnelian and partly
covered by gold. Fig.12.14 appears to be a kind of “eye-bead”, a red spot encircled by blue on each side of
disk. Bead of identical shape and decoration is occurred in the New Kingdom cemetery of Gurob (Brunton and

Engelbach 1927: PL.XLIIISS.c).

Faience pectoral fragment (Fig. 13.1)
Location: Shaft 125, Room A
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Dimension:
220-0069+0129: 59 x 4.4 x 1.1 cm

Shrine-shaped faience pectoral with cavetto cornice, four suspension holes in upper edge and decoration in
black. Obverse show a head of a jackal facing right, probably recumbent on a shrine. Reverse show a head of the
Nephtys figure facing left. The Isis figure is generally depicted on the opposite side, and the scarab is flanked by
these two goddess(e.g. Feucht 1971: cats.66, 67, 75). The scene is framed by a block frieze.

Ear-plugs (Fig.13.2-4)

Location: Shaft 125, Room A, B, D
220-0280: 3.4 cm (Diam.), 2.8 cm (thickness)
220-0359: 3.9 cm (Diam.), 3.0 cm (thickness)
220-0520: 2.7 cm (Diam.), 2.6 cm (thickness)

Ivory disks with a grooved edge that were worn in a hole in the earlobe. Ear plugs have sometimes been
described as bobbins. However there were female mummies with holes stretched to enormous proportions in their
earlobes, and women from the reign of Amenhotep III were shown in sculpture, relief and painting wearing large
ear ornaments that were probably plugs (Freed 1982: 231-232). Similar objects were found in Saqqara and dated
from the Nineteenth to Twentieth Dynasty (Raven et al. 2011: 94, cat.71).

Pottery vessels (Figs.14, 15)
Location: Pit inside the mud brick outer wall; Shaft 125, Room A, B, C, D

Miniature bowls (Nile B2, Fig.14.1-4) and an amphora (Fig.15.1) were found from the pits inside the mud
brick enclosure wall. The shape of the amphora shows a similarity with Marl D amphorae Type B1 by D. Aston’s
classification (Aston 2004: 187-191, Fig.9). This type of amphorae became more slender and taller over time, and
the Type B1 amphorae from the late Eighteenth to early Nineteenth Dynasty (to the reign of Ramses II) bear the
closest resemblance to this amphora.

The other vessels shown in Figs.14 and 15 are from the subterranean chambers of Shaft 125. Fig.14.8-10
(Nile B2) is so-called “beer-jar”, and according to the typology by B. Aston, Fig.14.8 could be classified as Type
I11.2, dated from the second half of the Nineteenth to Twentieth Dynasty (Raven et al. 2011: 218-219, Fig.VI.11).
Mycenaean stirrup jar was discovered at Room A (Fig.14.12). It was made of yellowish clay, covered by buff
slip, with decoration in reddish brown. The characteristics of the jar indicate that it dates to LHIIIB1 period®.
An amphora of Fig.15.2 (Marl D) from Room D is classified as Type B2 or B3, which is dated from the reign of
Ramses II to Ramses III, according to D. Aston’s research (Aston 2004: 191-193, Fig.8).

Note

1) From the numbering of Die dgyptischen Personennamen by Hermann Ranke (Ranke 1935), Amenemheb: 1, 28.14;
Kaemipet: 1, 263.18; Nehet: 1, 206.22; Isisnefert: 1, 4.7; Ketj: 1, 341.31; Hory: 1, 251.17; Khuy 1, 267.13.

2) Similar example was found in the tomb of Ramose at Saqqara and dated to LHIIIBI (Hankey and Aston 1995: 77,
Fig.4.7, P1.4.9).
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Fig.14 Pottery vessels from Shaft 125 (including vessels from pits inside the above-ground mud brick wall)
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Fig.15 Pottery vessels from Shaft 125 (including vessels from pits inside the above-ground mud brick wall)
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