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A Brief Report of the Excavation at Dahshur North:
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Abstract
The Japanese expedition led by the Institute of Egyptian Archaeology Higashi Nippon International

University and the Institute of Egyptology Waseda University carried out an excavation at Dahshur North from
February 5th to March 9th, 2020. Firstly, surface tafl accumulation in the westernmost part of the site which
appeared to be the foundation of the superstructure of Shaft 47 was removed and a semicircular line of mudbricks
was discovered. The center point of the semicircle is on an extension of the long axis of Shaft 47 suggesting that
the semicircular mudbrick structure was a part of the superstructure. There is a shaft tomb beneath the mudbrick
structure which was also cleared (Shaft 169). Secondly, the northeastern area of the site measuring 15 m (north-
south) x 12.5 m (east-west) was investigated. Ten shaft tombs were identified after removing surface sand and
five of them were cleared in this season (Shaft 172-176). Shafts 172 and 173 are quite closely located and their
long axis run at right angles to one another. Those tombs are connected underground and it appeared that Shaft
173 was built in the New Kingdom while Shaft 172 was made during the Middle Kingdom and later reformed
in order to accommodate the New Kingdom burials. Shafts 175 and 176 are a similar pair to Shafts 172 and 173
next to each other and connected underground. Shaft 175 yielded 134 pieces of black faience beads as well as a
pair of eye inlays that were once fitted into an anthropoid coffin face. Shaft 176 appeared to be heavily plundered
and only fragments of a wooden coffin, human skeletal remains, and potsherds remained. Shaft 174 has a burial
chamber to the south and stone vessels, fragments of a wooden anthropoid coffin, and pottery vessels were found.

Pottery included painted and imported vessels that are datable to the late Eighteenth Dynasty.

Introduction

Dahshur North is located in the northernmost part of Dahshur region, about 1 km northwest of the Pyramid
cemetery of Senusret III and about 1 km southwest of the Pyramid of Khendjer. The Japanese expedition, directed
by Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura located the previously unknown cemetery through the analysis of satellite images
in 1995 (Fig.1). The excavation work started in 1996, and the first notable discovery was the New Kingdom mud-
brick tomb chapel belonging to ‘the Royal Scribe’ Ipay. The expedition also found and investigated the Ramesside
limestone tomb chapels of Pashedu and Ta, as well as shaft tombs and simple pit burials around those three

chapels (Yoshimura and Hasegawa 2000; Hasegawa 2003). In 2005 an intact Middle Kingdom coffin interred in

£
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a shaft tomb underneath the foundation of Ta’s chapel was found. The deceased who wore a cartonnage mummy
mask was placed in the coffin, and inscriptions on the coffin show that the owner’s name is Senu. Subsequent
investigation revealed that there were at least forty Middle Kingdom shaft tombs including several intact burials
around the chapel (Baba 2014; Baba and Yoshimura 2010, 2011; Baba and Yazawa 2015; Yoshimura and Baba
2015; Yazawa 2017; Yoshimura et al. 2018b).

Investigations of those chapels and their vicinity revealed that the period this cemetery had been in use may
have covered at least from the late Twelfth to Twentieth Dynasty. Although there is no evidence of activity in
the Second Intermediate Period to date, the cemetery which had covered the Middle and New Kingdoms in a
single cemetery is quite rare in the Memphite area. Therefore, a major focus of our current investigation is the
chronological development of burial customs in this site, which may shed additional light on the regional history
and characteristics of the Memphite area during these periods. To fill the gaps in the chronological sequence,
various uninvestigated spots have been selected and excavated since 2015: the area between the chapels of Ipay
and Ta (Yoshimura et al. 2016a, 2016b), the slightly elevated area at the center of Grid 4E (Yoshimura et al.
2018a), the northern edge of Grid 3E (Yoshimura et al. 2019), and the area at the center of Grid 3E (Yoshimura et
al. 2021). These recent researches have yielded additional information concerning the burial practices of the late
Twelfth Dynasty, the Eighteenth Dynasty, and the Ramesside Period.

In the twenty-seventh season, from February 5th to March 9th, 2020, excavation works were carried out
in two areas. Firstly, the perimeter of Shaft 47 which is located in the westernmost part of the cemetery was
investigated. The ground surface around Shaft 47 was slightly elevated by debris consisting mainly of taf!
(crushed marl and marly limestone derived from bedrock), and it is assumed that the elevated area is a remnant
of a foundation for a monument belonging to Shaft 47. The subterranean chambers of the shaft had already been
cleared in 2005, but the aboveground debris was left untouched. Given the fact that, as mentioned above, the
intact burial of Senu was covered by the tomb chapel of Ta, it might be possible that Shaft 47 has concealed an
earlier untouched tomb underneath. Secondly, an area at the northeastern edge of the cemetery was scrutinized.
Previous studies provide the possibility that the construction of tombs started from the eastern part, and the burial
ground had extended towards the west during both the Middle and New Kingdoms. Therefore, this area seems to

be a promising place where we could acquire earlier burials than ever found in both periods.

Excavation around the Ramesside tomb of Shaft 47

Shaft 47 has three subterranean chambers where disturbed Ramesside burials had remained and the presence
of an eroded tafl foundation indicates that there used to be an aboveground structure. The subterranean chambers
of Shaft 47 were excavated in 2005. In this season the badly preserved surface foundation was removed to
identify previous structures or tombs. The excavation of the western part of the structure revealed that there is
a semicircular line of mud bricks that had been covered with a tafl accumulation (R004, Fig. 1, bottom left). It
measures 7.0 m in north-south and 3.5 m in diameter. The center point of the semicircle is on an extension of
the long axis of Shaft 47, suggesting that the semicircular mudbrick structure was a part of the superstructure.
Beneath the mudbrick structure previously unknown shaft tombs were identified and it was numbered Shaft 169.
In Grid 2E18c another shaft opening was discovered and numbered Shaft 170.

In Grid 3E1 a blue faience wadjet eye amulet (Fig. 2.1) was found on the surface sand. In Grid 2E27d a
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green glazed steatite scarab (Fig. 2.2) was unearthed from the surface sand. In Grid 2E28c to the northeast of
Shaft 49, a circular lid of a stone vessel (Fig. 3) was discovered, and immediately underneath it, a blue-glazed

steatite scarab had been placed (Fig. 2.3).

Excavation of the northeastern area of the site

The northeastern area of the site which covers an area of 150 m? was investigated (Fig. 1, bottom right). It
corresponds to Grid 4E89d, 4E99b, d, 4E90c, the western half of 4E90d, 4E100a, and c. Soon after surface sand
was removed openings of ten shaft tombs were discovered (Shaft 171-180). Five of them (Shaft 172-176) were

(=0 )
Eo-4-L0

Fig.2 Small finds from the surface excavation around Shaft 47

0 1 pcm
[ \ |

Fig.3 Stone vessel lid from the surface excavation around Shaft 47
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cleared in this season.

Excavation of shaft tombs
Shaft 49 (Fig. 4)
Size of the shaft opening: 2.2 x 1.1 m
Depth: 3.8 m
Dimension of Room A: 2.2 x 1.2 x 0.9 m
Location: 2E27b, d
The opening of the shaft is oriented north-south and it has a chamber to the south at the bottom (Room A).
The lower part of a mudbrick wall remained at the entrance of Room A. There is a large hole in the southern wall
of Room A which leads to the neighboring Shaft 47. The room appeared to be so thoroughly plundered that only

a few pieces of potsherds remained.

Shaft 169 (Fig. 5)
Size of the shaft opening: 2.2 x 1.0 m
Depth: 4.0 m

Dimension of Room A: 2.3 x1.0x 1.0 m

Shaft 47

Shaft 47 «—+— -,

B-B’ section D-D’ section

Fig.4 Plan and sections of Shaft 49
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Location: 2E17¢, d

The shaft was discovered underneath the semicircular mudbrick structure mentioned above. The opening of
the shaft is oriented north-south. It has a burial chamber to the south at the bottom (Room A). There is a hole,
approximately 50 cm in diameter, in the east wall of the shaft at the depth of 3.4 m and it leads to Room C of the
neighboring Shaft 47.

A pottery figure shaped like a recumbent jackal (Fig. 6.1) was retrieved in the shaft and it is probable that
the figure was once attached to the top of the lid of a pottery shabti box similar to the one found in Room B of
Shaft 47 in 2005. A fragment of a wooden board, most likely a part of a coffin or chest, was unearthed in Room
A (Fig. 6.2).

An almost complete globular jar (Fig. 7.7) and a round-bottomed plate (Fig. 7.1) were found in the
northeastern part of the room. The former was placed directly on the latter. Fig. 7 shows potsherds found in Shaft
169, including fragments of a hemispherical cup with red slip on its rim (Figs. 7.3 and 7.4, Nile B1 and Nile B2
respectively), a Nile C incense burner (Figs. 7.5, 6), and a large body of round-bottomed bottle which may be a

part of ‘Beer bottle’(Fig. 7.8), which are typical of the Middle Kingdom burial assemblage.

L

s

- ' Room A .

D-D’ section B-B’ section

Fig.5 Plan and sections of Shaft 169
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Fig.6 Finds from Shaft 169

Shaft 170 (Fig. 8)
Size of the shaft opening: 2.4 x 1.2 m

Depth: 0.6 m
Location: 2E18

There was no trace of burial, and no object was found, indicating that it was unfinished.

Shaft 172 and 173 (Figs. 9, 10)
Size of the shaft plan (Shaft 172): 2.6 x 1.3 m
Size of the shaft plan (Shaft 173): 0.9 x 1.6 m
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Fig.7 Pottery from Shaft 169

B-B’ section

Fig.8 Plan and sections of Shaft 170
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Depth (Shaft 172): 7.2 m

Depth (Shaft 173): 6.6 m

Dimension of Room A (Shaft 172): 3.0 x 1.9 x 1.5 m
Dimension of Room A (Shaft 173): 2.1 x 2.7 x 1.0 m
Location: 4E90c and 4E89d

Shafts 172 and 173 are two neighboring shaft tombs that are connected underground. The opening of Shaft
172 is oriented north-south and it has a burial chamber to the south at the bottom (Room A). The opening of
Shaft 173 is oriented east-west and located quite close to the opening of Shaft 172 on the east, the distance
between them is less than one meter. Shaft 173 has a burial chamber to the west at the bottom (Room A). Based
on the axial orientation of the tombs and their forms, one can assume that Shaft 172 is datable to the Middle
Kingdom, and Shaft 173 was made during the New Kingdom. It appears that tomb builders of the New Kingdom
first intended to make a subterranean room to the east, but they couldn’t because of the presence of Shaft
172. Therefore they dug a tunnel southward and reused the burial chamber of Shaft 172. In the course of the
excavation of Shaft 172’s burial chamber, we identified a mud-brick floor at the height of about 50 cm, the level
of which was aligned with the floor of the tunnel from Shaft 173. This indicates that the New Kingdom tomb
builders reused Shaft 172’s burial chamber to accommodate the new burials on that level.

Fragments of two limestone stela were found from the shaft filling of Shaft 172. Fig. 11.1 was discovered
at the depth of 6.3 m. It is a rectangular limestone stela topped by a large cavetto cornice, with torus molding
along three edges. The rectangular area within the framing is divided into three sections. The top section is
inscribed with carved sunk hieroglyphic text in three horizontal lines. The text is the standard offering formula
invoking Ptah-Sokar, and it contained the title and name of the owner, jmy-r pr Hnty-hty-htp jr.n Mnht, ‘Steward
Khentykhetyhotep, born of Menkhet’. The scene in the middle was carved in raised relief, which represents
the owner seated in front of a table on which food offerings are piled. The bottom section again consists of the
horizontal inscriptions of sunk hieroglyphs, which mention the brother of the owner, Jnpw-Htp ‘Inpuhotep’.
According to paleographic criteria for dating stelae assembled by A. Ilin-tomich, the spelling of §s mnht as two
separate signs without strokes and the use of filiation formula jr.n referring a mother in the Memphis-Fayum
region are indicators of a late Twelfth Dynasty date (Ilin-tomich 2017: 36). Fig. 11.2 is the upper part of a round-
topped stela, unearthed at the depth of 6.8 m. In the center of the lunette §n-ring and wsh-jar, flanked by wd3z-
eyes are depicted, and at least seven vertical lines of hieroglyphs are visible.

The remnant of the bottom part of a wooden coffin was discovered in Shaft 172, at the same level as the
rectangular stela. The state of preservation was so bad that all information that we could retrieve is the width
of the coffin and its sidewall, 42 cm and 4 cm respectively. The others are decayed fragments, only the notable
pieces of which are provided in Fig. 12. Fig. 12.1 is a fragment that was once a part of the feet of an anthropoid
coffin’s lid, found in Room A of Shaft 173. The color of the surface indicates that the coffin has a black
background. Fig. 12.2 is a piece of the small Djed pillar found in Room A of Shaft 172. It must be a part of the
depiction of an anthropoid coffin crossing its arms over the chest and clutching the Djed pillar in its hand. One of
the fragments, retrieved in Room A of Shaft 173, shows traces of red and yellow painting on a black background
(Fig. 12.3). A stone left eye inlay (Fig. 15.14), most likely belonging to the New Kingdom anthropoid coffin, was
also found in Room A of Shaft 173.
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A hole leading to
a neigboring tomb

Shaft173

Room A Shaft173

Room A Shaft172

Room A

Shaft172

D-D’ section E-E’ section F-F’ section

0 5m

Fig.10 Plan and sections of Shaft 172 and 173 (2)

The New Kingdom shabtis made of pottery (Fig. 13.1) and wood (Figs. 13.2-4) were found in both Shaft
172 and 173. Fig. 13.1 is the almost complete pottery shabti found in Room A of Shaft 172, in debris above the
aforementioned mudbrick floor. The entire body is painted yellow, and a hoe in its hand and a basket on its back
are depicted in red. Fig. 13.2 is the lower half of a wooden shabti, retrieved in Room A of Shaft 172. The residue
of white pigment on the surface indicates that the body was coated in white, and faint traces of horizontal and
vertical bands are observed. Fig. 13.3 was discovered quite close to the floor surface of Room A of Shaft 173.
The body was painted in white, and its tripartite wig was in black. It was depicted clutching hoes and carrying
a basket on its back in red, and there is a faint trace of a vertical text column in front, only the word ‘Osiris’ is
recognizable. Fig. 13.4 is undercoated in a white substance, and a trace of black and yellow painting is present
on its front. It is probable that the entire body was once coated in black and texts and details were depicted in
yellow, the color scheme of which is well-attested in the New Kingdom shabtis discovered on this site.

Pieces of stone vessels were found only in Shaft 172. Fig. 14.6 is a miniature squat jar retrieved in Room A.
Figs. 14.7 and 14.8 are found from deposited sand in the shaft. The former is a small Egyptian alabaster jar with
a spherical body and everted rim. The close parallels were collected in the Middle Kingdom cemetery of Harageh
(Engelbach 1923: pl. XXV, nos. 12-13, XLVI, nos. 14-16). The latter is a flat, disc-shaped lid with a projecting
boss to fit the neck of a small vessel, made of green translucent stone, possibly fluorspar or prase. Fig. 14.9 is a
flat, disc-shaped lid of Egyptian alabaster, with a protruding bottom, which is comprised of pieces found in Room
A and sand deposited in the shaft.

The other small finds are bone hairpins (Fig. 14.1 from Shaft 172; Fig. 15.1 from Shaft 173), ball beads from
Shaft 172 (blue glass: Fig. 14.2) and 173 (faience: Figs. 15.6-9; blue glass: Figs. 15.10-12), green faience drop
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Fig.12 Wooden coffin fragments from Shaft 172 and 173

beads (Shaft 173, Figs. 15.3, 4), a blue glass disk bead (Shaft 173, Fig. 15.5), a green faience spacer bead (Shaft
173, Fig. 15.13), a wooden kohl stick (Shaft 172, Fig. 14.3), a faience inlay (Shaft 172, Fig. 14.4), and a black
stone Wadjet-eye amulet (Shaft 173, Fig. 15.2). In addition, a cuboid wooden piece that tapers on four sides was
found in Room A of Shaft 172 (Fig. 14.5). Around its ridgelines were painted in black, and the center perforation
and the presence of mortar on one side indicate that it was attached to some other object.

The drawings of pottery vessels discovered in Shafts 172 and 173 are provided in Figs. 16 and 17. The
assemblage contains the typical late Middle Kingdom burial ceramics, such as a Nile C large round-based bowl
(Fig. 16.3), Nile B2 hemispherical cups with thin red band decoration on their rim (Figs. 16.4, 5), a Nile C
‘incense burner’, tall footed carinated bowl with interned rim (Fig. 16.6), and Nile C ‘beer bottles’ (Figs. 16.8-
10, 17). Particularly noteworthy are the two complete ‘beer bottles’ that have a tall narrow cylindrical neck and a
modeled rim with a pronounced indentation on the rim’s interior (‘kettle mouth’), and according to the corpus by
R. Schiestl and A. Seiler, they date to the first half of the Thirteenth Dynasty, in particular to the second quarter
and middle of the Thirteenth Dynasty (Schiestl and Seiler 2012: 674). Even though there is New Kingdom burial
equipment, the clear evidence of the New Kingdom pottery is limited. Fig. 16.1 is a fragment of Nile A bowl with
a round molded rim and an inner groove at the rim, and the surface was burnished. The entire surface as well as
its fracture is black, possibly by firing in a reducing atmosphere. It shares characteristics with the Old Kingdom

‘Meidum bowl’.
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Shaft 174 (Fig. 18)
Size of the shaft plan: 0.9 x 1.7 m
Depth: 6.9 m
Dimension of Room A: 3.8 x 3.8 x 1.2 m
Location: 4E100a

The opening of the shaft is oriented east-west and it has a burial chamber to the east at the bottom (Room
A). It is noteworthy that residues of gypsum were observed at various parts of the floor of the shaft and potsherds
of a Canaanite amphora were scattered on the floor. In Room A, Egyptian alabaster vessels, fragments of wooden
coffins, human bones, scraps of gold leaf, and potsherds were discovered.

Small fragments of wooden coffins are collected in Room A. Fig. 19.1 is a fragment with an image of the

goddess raising her hand depicted on a black background. The outline was drawn in red, and the goddess's body
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Plan

A-A’ section

B-B’ section C-C’ section D-D’ section

Fig.18 Plan and sections of Shaft 174

was colored yellow, her armlet and bracelet blue. The outer surface of Fig. 19.2 is black with yellow stripes, and
coupled with the fragment shape one can assume that it is the decoration of the wig of a New Kingdom black
anthropoid coffin. Fig. 19.3 is a dowel, with a residue of mortar on its edge, most likely belonging to a coffin.
Fig. 19.4 is a piece of wood board with four perforations, two of which are plugged with wooden pegs.

Five stone vessels were recovered. Fig. 20.1 is a shouldered jar with a disk-shaped rim and splay-foot
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widened into a disk around the base, made of a black stone, probably black granite. This was found in the shaft,
while the other four were discovered in Room A. Fig. 20.2 is an Egyptian alabaster squat jar with a cylindrical
neck, a modeled rim, and a ring base. Fig. 20.3 is an Egyptian alabaster jar that shares characteristics with Fig.
20.2 in most of its elements, but it is slenderer and has a pedestal base. When this jar was found, it was covered
by a piece of wickerwork, suggesting that the vessel was placed in the wicker basket. Fig. 20.4 was an Egyptian
alabaster pear-shaped jar with a disk-shaped rim and flat base. The rim of Fig. 20.5 is missing, but based on its
form and the size of the body it is the same type as Fig. 20.4.

The most prominent discovery of Shaft 174 is pottery (Figs. 21, 22). Most of the potsherds were concentrated
in the southwestern part of Room A. Figs. 21.2 and 21.3 are Cypriot Ring Base juglets, found in Room A. Fig.
21.2 has an ovoid body on a ring base and a tall narrow neck tapering inwards towards the flaring rim with a
single strap handle from shoulder to the upper part of the neck. It was made of fine clay, fired red, decorated
with cream stripes on its neck and body. According to the typology by R. S. Merrillees, it belongs to Base Ring
IT ware juglet type IAa, dated from the reign of Hatshepsut to Akhenaten (Merrillees 1968: 176). Fig. 21.3 has
an ovoid body on a conical ring base and a tall narrow neck slightly tapering inwards towards the flaring rim.

A single strap handle was attached from its shoulder to the upper part of the neck, the junction of which double

il

Fig.20 Stone vessels from Shaft 174
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ridges are made. It was made of fine clay and fired black. It belongs to Base Ring I ware juglet type [Ba(ii) of R.
S. Merrillees’s typology, datable from the latter half of the Second Intermediate Period to the reign of Thutmose
III (Merrillees 1968: 152). Fig. 21.4 is a Cypriot lentoid flask. A long cylindrical neck with a flaring mouth was
attached to the lentoid body, one side of which double, cream-colored crosslines were drawn. A strap handle was
attached from the other side of the body to the neck. There is a ridge on the upper part of the neck where the
strap handle was attached, and a cross sign was engraved at the base of the handle before firing. It was made of
fine clay and fired black. A part of the textile has adhered to the upper part of the neck. Merrillees assigned it to
Base Ring II ware flask type IVB in his typology (Merrillees 1968: 183-184). Fig. 21.5 is a Marl D double vase,
a small, so-called ‘pilgrim flask’, and a globular jug joined together. The residue of contents is still present in
both vessels. Figs. 22.1 and 22.2 are polychrome amphorae, with a wide tall neck, a disk-shaped rim, and a pair
of handles on the shoulder, and their shoulder was decorated with floral motifs in red, black, blue, and green
after firing. Fig. 22.1 has a pedestal base and was made of Marl D fabric. A trace of textile was present on its
handle. The similar shape amphora, although the decoration is different, is attested in the tomb of Pay and Raia
in Saqqara, dated to the Post-Amarna Period (Aston 2005: P1. 125.118, 119), and in the tomb of Kha at Deir el-
Medineh (TTS), datable from the reign of Thutmose IV to Amenhotep III (Schiaparelli 1927: Fig. 124). Fig. 22.2
has a slightly pointed base and was made of Marl D fabric. A vessel with a similar shape is attested in Amarna
(Frankfort and Pendlebury 1933: Pl. LIII, No. XVII 8; Rose 2007: No. 623). Fig. 22.3 is a Canaanite amphora,
and most of its potsherds were found on the floor of the shaft. It has a conical-carinated body and a short, slightly
everted neck with a pair of handles on its shoulder. A red lattice-shaped mark was painted on its body. The fabric
can be assigned to Memphis P70, which corresponds to Group 2, assumed to be derived from the Shephela region
of central Israel and further north into Lebanon (Bourriau et al. 2001; Smith et al. 2004). The parallels were
found in the urban center of the New Kingdom such as Amarna (Rose 2007: No.689), Malkata palace in Thebes
(Hope 1989: Fig.8a), datable from the reign of Amenhotep III to Akhenaten.

Shaft 175 (Fig. 23)

Size of the shaft plan: 2.8 x 1.2 m
Depth: 7.4 m

Dimension of Room A: 3.6 x 1.8 x 1.6 m
Location: 4E100c

The opening of Shaft 175 is oriented north-south and it has a burial chamber to the south at the bottom (Room
A). Room A has a trapezoidal plan and there is a niche on the eastern wall. The chamber was already plundered,
and small finds belonging to an anthropoid coffin, pieces of painted plaster, human bones, scraps of gold leaf, and
potsherds were recovered.

A pair of eye inlays for an anthropoid coffin was unearthed in Room A (Figs. 24.1, 2). Both the inner and
outer corners of the eyes are painted red and their irises are lost. In Room A, 134 pieces of black faience circular
beads were collected (Figs. 24.3-6). The hemispherical surface of them has parallel ridges, and there is a pinch
on the opposite side, where residues of a mortar and blue pigment remained. The headdress of intact Middle
Kingdom anthropoid coffins of Sobekhat from Dahshur (Yoshimura et al. 2018b) and of Hapi-Ankhtifi from Meir

(Hayes 1953: 312, Fig. 203) are adorned with rows of the same black faience circular pieces. Hence, the owner
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Plan A-A’ section

B-B’ section C-C’ section D-D’ section

Fig.23 Plan and sections of Shaft 175
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of Shaft 175 must have been placed in an anthropoid coffin with black beads headdress, and the residue of blue
pigment suggests that the headdress was colored blue.

The ceramic assemblage contains typical forms of the Middle Kingdom: ‘incense burners’ made of Nile C
fabric (Figs. 25.1-3), Nile B2 hemispherical cups with a thin red band decoration on the rim (Figs. 25.4-6), Nile
C large bottles (Figs. 25.7, 10), and Marl C bottle with an everted corrugated neck (Fig. 25.8). Of particular
importance is hemispherical cups that have a deep contour with straight or slightly inturned upper vessel walls. A
potsherd of the neck of Marl D bottle (Fig. 25.9) and body sherds of Nile B2 jar (Figs. 25.11, 12) can be assigned
to the New Kingdom, and it is probable that they were brought by the New Kingdom burial activity carried out
nearby, most likely by that of the neighboring Shaft 176.

Shaft 176 (Fig. 26)
Size of the shaft plan (Shaft 176): 0.9 x 1.7 m
Depth (Shaft 176): 7.1 m
Dimension of Room A (Shaft 176): 3.6 x 2.6 x 1.0 m
Location: 4E100c
The opening of Shaft 176 is oriented east-west and it is located quite close to Shaft 175. The distance
between the eastern edge of Shaft 175 opening and the western edge of Shaft 176 opening is about one meter and

the upper part of the shaft wall had collapsed so that it looks as if they are one tomb structure. At the bottom of
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Shaft 176, there is a chamber to the east (Room A). Ancient tomb builders intended to make a burial chamber to
the west but they stopped digging because they reached Shaft 175 judging from the presence of two small holes
which lead to Shaft 175. Room A of Shaft 176 was also heavily plundered and yielded only potsherds, human
bones, and decayed pieces of wood.

As for pottery, the open forms consist of bowls with a red band decoration on their rim, of Nile B2 fabric
(Figs. 27.1-4). The closed forms are Nile B2 drop-shaped jars with a wide out-turned neck (Figs. 27.5, 6), and the

upper part fragment of an amphora of Marl A4 fabric (Fig. 27.7).
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Fig.27 Pottery from Shaft 176
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