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Brief Report of the Excavations at Dahshur North:
Twenty-third Season, 2015

Sakuji YOSHIMURA*!, Ken YAZAWA*?, Jiro KONDO*?, Hiroyuki KASHIWAGI**,
Keita TAKENOUCHI*®, Shuhei MATSUNAGA*® and Seria YAMAZAKI*’

Abstract

The joint expedition of Higashi Nippon International University and Waseda University, under the direction
of Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura and Ken Yazawa as a field director, conducted an excavation work at Dahshur
North from August 3rd to August 23rd in 2015. Since the last season in April-May 2015, the area located between
the New Kingdom tomb-chapels of Ipay and Ta has been investigated (Fig.1). The excavation of the last season
revealed a Ramesside shaft tomb (Shaft 125) surrounded by mud brick wall, and identified several shaft tombs to
the north of Shaft 125. In this season three of the sub grids (Grid 3E16a, 3E06a, c) to the east of Shaft 125 were
cleared. A new shaft tomb (Shaft 132), a simple pit burial and an animal burial were discovered. Four shaft tombs
(Shafts 127, 128, 130, 131) which was already identified in the last season were also cleared. It appears that Shaft
127 used to accommodate the Middle Kingdom burial, but it was plundered and remains of the burial equipment
were mixed with the New Kingdom objects which seemed to be brought from the connected shaft tombs. Shaft
128 has a chamber to the south, which was thoroughly plundered and only small amount of wooden object,
human bones and pot shards were left. Pot shards contained the typical Middle Kingdom vessels, dated to the
first half of the Thirteenth Dynasty. It is notable that the long axis of the Shaft 130 is oriented almost northeast-
southwest, which is uncommon in this site. Objects from Shaft 130 were exceptionally scarce, and it is difficult to
specify when the tomb was made and used. Shaft 131 is a Ramesside tomb, which has chambers to the east and
to the west. The most noteworthy finds were nine complete faience shabtis, discovered from the shaft debris and

the eastern chamber.

Introduction

Dahshur North is located at the northernmost part of Dahshur region, about 1 km northwest of the Pyramid
cemetery of Senwosret III and about 1 km southwest of the Pyramid of Khendjer. The mission of the Institute of
Egyptology, Waseda University, directed by Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura discovered the site through the analysis
of satellite images in 1995 (Fig.1). The initial excavations concentrated in the southeastern area, revealing the
typical New Kingdom tomb-chapels of Ipay and Pashedu, and dozens of shaft-tombs and pit-burials (Yoshimura

and Hasegawa 2000; Hasegawa 2003). In 2004, an investigation of an area approximately 100 m west of Ipay’s
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Fig.1 Map of Dahshur North and the excavated area in 23rd season 2015
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tomb was started. In this area, another New Kingdom tomb-chapel belonged to an individual named 7a was found.
Subsequent investigations around the chapel revealed that there were at least forty Middle Kingdom shaft tombs
including several intact burials (Baba 2014; Baba and Yoshimura 2010, 2011; Baba and Yazawa 2015; Yoshimura
and Baba 2015), as well as New Kingdom shaft tombs and simple pit burials. Previous studies have shown that
there are several differences in terms of date and burial custom between the area around Ipay and 7a. In order
to sort out the relationship between these two areas, the investigation of the area between the tomb-chapels of
Ipay and Ta was started in 2015. In the area a small mound had been observed, and the focus of the last seasons
was to examine the mound and its surrounding area. As a result, mud brick enclosure wall, approximately 9.1
m (north-south) x 16.8 m (east-west), was revealed. Almost at the center of the enclosure there was a shaft with
subterranean chambers (Shaft 125, Fig.1). Hundreds of wooden shabtis with their boxes, fragments of wooden
coffins, lids of canopic jars and their boxes, scarabs and beads were retrieved, and an analysis of pottery vessels
suggested that Shaft 125 was in use during the Ramesside Period (Yoshimura et al. 2016).

The main focus of the twenty-third season was to investigate shaft tombs located to the north of Shaft 125
and to excavate the area to the east of mud brick enclosure wall belonging to Shaft 125. The twenty-third season

was from 2nd to 30th of August (including study work in the Selim Hassan Storage Museum at Saqqarra).
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Surface excavation

In the last season the new area (20 x 20 m) between the New Kingdom tomb-chapels of Ipay and Ta was
investigated. In this season three of sub grid squares to the east of the area were examined (Grids 3E16a, 3E06a, c)
(Fig.1).

At the Grid 3E16a, a new shaft tomb (Shaft 132) was identified. The opening of the shaft was surrounded by
mud brick retaining wall. There was a shallow rectangular depression filled with tafle at the southern part of the
grid (R061). It measures 2.0 x 0.8 m, 0.2 m in depth. No object was found from the filling.

There was a simple pit burial in Grid 3E06¢c (R006, Fig.2 left). The pit is oriented east-west, measures
2.3 x 0.7 m and 0.5 m in depth. As the burial had already been plundered, only fragments of human bone were
remained. Around Grid 3E06¢ there was a rectangular depression cut in the sediment ground (R046). It measures
1.4 x 2.3 m, and 0.3 m in depth. Around the southwestern corner of the depression another narrow depression was

observed (R047). Its width is 0.7 m and the length is not clear, because it continues underneath the mud brick
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Fig.2 Plan and Section of the pit burials

wall belonging to Shaft 125. A purpose of the depression is unknown.

At Grid 3E(O6a there was a circular pit where the small wooden coffin was buried (RO11, Fig.2 right). The pit
measures 0.9 x 0.9 m and 0.4 m in depth, and wooden coffin is 70 cm in length and 16 cm in width (Fig.3). Tiny
fragments of bone were found in the coffin, and teeth were relatively sharp, distinctly different from human teeth.
Given the size of coffin and the shape of teeth, it is assumed that an animal like dog or cat was placed in the
coffin.

During the excavation of Shaft 127 an opening on the western wall of its shaft was found, and it leads to
a chamber of another shaft tomb to the west. Therefore an excavation of the surface was conducted at the spot
where the adjacent shaft tomb was estimated to be (Grid 3E14a). Finally the opening was found, and labeled as
Shaft 133.

Fig.3 Pit RO11 and wooden coffin
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Excavation of shaft tombs

Shaft 127 (Fig.4)

Size of Entrance: 2.5 x 1.0 m

Depth: 7.2 m

Dimension of the Room A: 2.5 x 1.6 x 1.2 m
Location: 3E14b

Room A
of Shaft131

West chamber
of Shaft133

West chamber
of Shaft133 Room B

of Shaft131

B-B’ Section C-C’ Section D-D’ Section

5m

Fig.4 Plan and section of Shaft 127
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The shaft opening is oriented north-south. Around the depth of 2.2 m there was an opening on western wall
of the shaft, which leads to the eastern subterranean chamber of Shaft 133. Around the depth of 2.7 m another
opening was found, and it is connected to the Room A of Shaft 131. At the bottom there is a subterranean
chamber to the south (Room A).

Room A has a trapezoidal plan, the width of innermost side was slightly longer than that of the entrance. The
burial was thoroughly robbed, and only human bones, fragments of wooden coffin and pot-shards were retrieved.

Fig.5 shows the assemblage of pottery vessels. It contains not only typical shape of the Middle Kingdom
pottery such as Fig.5.5-8, but also the New Kingdom pot-shards (Fig.5.11, 12)'. Since the tomb itself is typical
of the Middle Kingdom burial, it is assumed that the New Kingdom pot-shards came from the connected shaft
tombs. This is corroborated by the fact that some of the pot shards from the Shaft 127 and 131 were joined
together (Figs.18.3, 6, 19.4). The hemispherical cup (Fig.5.6) can be dated from the later Twelfth to early

Thirteenth Dynasties?.
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Fig.5 Pottery vessels from Shaft 127

' The rim fragments shown in Fig.5.11, 12 belong to the New Kingdom ‘beer jar’ (Aston 2011: 217-221).
2 The vessel index of a complete hemispherical cup (Fig.5.6) is 176. In the later Twelfth to early Thirteenth Dynasty the
average of indices ranges from 190 to 150, with few exceptions (Arnold 1988: 140).
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Three pieces of glass “eye-bead” were retrieved at the shaft (Fig.6.1-3). Since this type of bead were usually
dated to the New Kingdom (Brunton and Engelbach 1927: P1.XLIII.58A-E) or Third Intermediate Period’, it is
probable that they were brought from the adjacent New Kingdom tombs as well. Small spherical beads made of
lapis lazuli (Fig.6.4, 5, 7) and jade (Fig.6.6) were also recovered from shaft debris. Only Fig.6.7 was found at
Room A with pieces of some bronze objects on human bones.

Wooden tyet knot fragment (Fig.7.1) appears to belong to an anthropoid coffin. Anthropoid coffins holding
sculptured amulets were attested in the New Kingdom (Niwinski 1988: 12). A fragment of wooden shabti (Fig.7.2)
was covered with white pigment and remain of inscription in black ink was observed. The shabtis discovered
in the Room A of Shaft 131 share the same characteristics. Therefore it is probable that the shabti fragment is

derived from the connected New Kingdom shaft tombs.
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Fig.6 Beads from Shaft 127
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Fig.7 Wooden objects from Shaft 127
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3 Eye-beads found at Saqqara have usually been dated to the Third Intermediate Period or Late Period (Raven 1991: 42,
Cats.57, 81; Raven 2001: Cats.286-288). However, eye-beads occured in New Kingdom contexts from Gurob, and one
from the Saqqara seems to belong to the Nineteenth Dynasty burial of the Tias (Raven et al. 2011: 98, Cats.78a-b, 79,
80, 328).



10 The Journal of SHOUHEI Egyptian Archaeological Association Vol.3

Shaft 128 (Fig.8)

Size of Entrance: 2.6 x 1.3 m

Depth: 7.4 m

Dimension of the Room A: 2.4 x 1.0 x 1.0 m
Location: 3E15a

Shaft 131

ol L

v

Plan

Shaft 131

Subterranean chamber
of northern tomb

=
;iRoom A%;

-1 s
4 3

et o-
L

C-C’ Section D-D’ Section

B-B’ Section

Fig.8 Plan and section of Shaft 128
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The shaft opening is oriented north-south. At the depth of 3.4 m, there is an opening to the north of the shaft
wall. That opening is connected to the subterranean chamber of another tomb located to the north of Shaft 128.
The size and form of the opening indicate that it used to be a burial chamber belonged to Shaft 128, and was
reshaped when the later tomb was made. A subterranean chamber was discovered to the south at the depth of 5.3 m.
The bottom of the shaft was deeper than the floor of Room A, and traces of attempt to make another chamber was
observed on the south wall.

The burial chamber was thoroughly looted, only small amount of wooden object, pieces of human bone and
pot shards were left. Fig.9.3 appears to be a lower part of incense-burner, and Fig.9.4 is a rim fragment of a
hemispherical cup. Fig.9.6 is the so-called “Beer bottle”. The bottle has a slender ovoid body and a tall narrow
cylindrical neck, and there is an indentation on the rim’s interior (‘kettle mouth’). In the typology of Handbook
of Pottery of the Egyptian Middle Kingdom, the most similar type is Class 6a, and it dates to the first half of
Thirteenth Dynasty (Schiestl and Seiler 2012: 674-678).

P Redslip

Fig.9 Pottery vessels from Shaft 128
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Shaft 130 (Fig.10)
Size of Entrance: 1.9 x 0.9 m

Depth: 4.5 m

Dimension of the Room A: 2.6 x 1.9 x 0.9 m
Location: 3E15b

A-A’ Section

Plan

L

B-B’ Section C-C’ Section D-D’ Section

E-E’ Section 0 5m

Fig.10 Plan and section of Shaft 130



Brief Report of the Excavations at Dahshur North: Twenty-third Season, 2015 13

The shaft opening is oriented almost northeast-southwest, which is rarely attested in this site. At the bottom
there is a subterranean chamber to the south (Room A).

The entrance of Room A was flanked by limestone door jams, but the upper half of the eastern one had
already been fallen. Objects were exceptionally scarce, and quite small amount of pot-shards and small fragments
of bone were retrieved.

One of the pot-shards belongs to the New Kingdom imported pilgrim flask (Fig.11.2), and another was the
rim shard of a bottle (Fig.11.1). A small faience fragment, disc-shaped with protruding lip, was discovered at the

shaft (Fig.11.3). On top surface image of a radial lotus flower was painted in black®.

R WY

Fig.11 Finds from Shaft 130

Shaft 131 (Fig.12)

Size of Entrance: 0.9 x 1.6 m

Depth: 3.5 m

Dimension of the Room A: 3.1 x 3.3 x I.1 m
Dimension of the Room B: 2.6 x 2.7 x 1.0 m

Location: Grid square 3E0Sc

The shaft opening is oriented east-west. At the bottom there are two subterranean chambers, one to the west
(Room A), and the other to the east (Room B).

At the shaft two complete faience shabtis were found (Fig.13.1, 2). The owner of both shabtis is Ptahmenu.
The lower half of the mummy was also discovered. Bones were still in position, and mummy bandage was
partially remained. A limestone offering table (Fig.15) was also found at the same level.

Seven complete faience shabtis (Fig.13.3-9) were discovered in the Room B, and six of them were gathered
together around the northeastern corner of the room. The owner was the same as the ones from the shaft debris.
In Room A, many fragments of the wooden shabtis were recovered (Fig.14). Two limestone blocks are found

beside the western wall of the Room A (Fig.16). The blocks appear to be in situ, as they are directly on the floor.

* One with the similar decoration but made of limestone was attested in the tomb of Iurudef at Saqqara and the date is the
Nineteenth Dynasty (Raven 1991: 36, Cats.9, 10). Faience jar lid with the floral decoration in black was recovered from
Shaft 32, which is located 12 m to the southeast of Shaft 130 (Yoshimura et al. 2001: 10, P1.31).
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A-A’ Section

B-B’ Section

Fig.12 Plan and section of Shaft 131

D-D’ Section

Shaft 127

&l

G-G’ Section
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There was an inscription in black ink on the upper surface of the block. At the northwest corner of the Room B
there is a hole connected to Shaft 128 and there is an opening on the western wall of the Room A, which leads to
Shaft 127.

Total number of faience shabtis found from Shaft 131 is nine, and all of them belong to Ptahmenu. They are
mummiform with tripartite wig, and arms are crossed. Bluish green with details in black, both hands hold a hoe
and bag was depicted on the back. In the front there is a framed column of Hieroglyph: The Osiris, Ptahmenu,
justified. Only Fig.13.9 was ‘reis shabti’, depicted as wearing the dress of daily life’. Body of all the shabtis was
relatively thin and the back is flat. The shabtis with the same characteristics were dated to Twentieth Dynasty6.
These shabtis are similar in form and size’ and this fact indicates the possibility that they were made from the
single mold.

Fragments of wooden shabtis (Fig.14) were discovered only at the Room A. Residue of white pigment
shows that the entire body of them were once painted in white, and detail was depicted in black ink. Some of the
shabtis still have a trace of inscription, but it is difficult to identify the name of the owner because of a surface
deterioration. Fig.14.7 is the ‘reis shabti’, wearing the dress of daily life.

Fig.15 is a limestone offering basin, with a depression at the center. It measures 41cm in length, 38.5 ¢cm in
width and 8 cm in thickness. The basin was retrieved from a sand filling of the shaft.

A piece of glass “eye-bead” (Fig.17.1) was found at the Room A and bears a very close resemblance to the
ones found at the neighboring Shaft 127. As mentioned above, eye-beads were dated to the New Kingdom or
Third Intermediate Period. Since Shaft 127 was made for the Middle Kingdom burial, it is highly possible that
eye-beads in Shaft 127 originally belonged to the burial in the Room A of Shaft 131. The other beads shown in
Fig.17 were made of blue faience, and Fig.17.2, 17.3 were from Room A and Fig.17.4 was from Room B.

Characteristic shapes of pottery vessels recovered from Shaft 131 were provided in Figs.18 and 19. The
fragment of the New Kingdom ‘beer jars’ were abundant (Fig.18.7-14), and it is noteworthy that all of the rim
shards are characterized by in-sloping shape, which is dated from second half of the Nineteenth Dynasty to
Twentieth Dynasty, according to B. Aston’s research (Aston 2011: 217-221). Blue painted drop beakers (Fig.19.8,
9) are indicative of a date no earlier than the Nineteenth Dynasty (Aston 2012: 148-149), and this type of blue
painted pottery is not attested in Twentieth Dynasty.

From the evidences mentioned above, Shaft 131 can be dated to the Ramesside Period. It is worth mentioning
that the wooden shabtis were found only in Room A while the faience shabtis were found in Room B and the

shaft. The blue painted pottery shows the characteristics of the Nineteenth Dynasty date, while faience shabtis

It is the division-leader of the shabti gang (Schneider 1977: 162).

6 Schneider, H., Shabtis, 3.3.1.3, 3.3.1.4. Type according to Schneider, C1.VB4/W4 H24 I5 B12a A0 Tp7c/P (Schneider
1977).

7 Dimensions are as follows: Fig.13.1: 15.2 x 4.7 x 2.5 cm; Fig.13.2: 14.7 x 4.5 x 2.5 cm; Fig.13.3: 15.2 x 4.6 x 2.2 cm;

Fig.13.4: 15.2 x 4.7 x 2.4 cm; Fig.13.5: 15.2 x 4.5 x 2.4 cm; Fig.13.6: 15.0 x 4.5 x 2.8 cm; Fig.13.7: 16.0 x 4.7 x 2.8

cm; Fig.13.8: 15.3 x 4.6 x 2.4 cm; Fig.13.9: 149 x 4.7 x 2.6 cm.
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Fig.16 Room A of Shaft 131
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Fig.18 Pottery vessels from Shaft 131 (1)
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Fig.19 Pottery vessels from Shaft 131 (2)
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were dated to the Twentieth Dynasty. Therefore it is possible that the duration of burial activities in the Shaft 131
covered the transitional period from the Nineteenth to Twentieth Dynasties. Presence of the faience shabtis in

Room B may indicate that Room B was added at the later period.
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